UNIT-Ill: APPLICATION OF GRAMMAR

SECTION-A: COUNTABLE AND UNCOUNTABLE NOUNS

Noun is a naming word. It is the head word in a noun phrase. The position and function of
noun in a sentence is pre-decided. It works either as a subject or an object in a sentence.
Noun is of three types.

1. Proper Nouns.
2. Countable Nouns.
3. Uncountable Nouns.

Proper Nouns refer to names of persons, places and things and they do not have a plural
form. The nouns that can be counted by numbers are called Countable Nouns whereas the
nouns that cannot be counted are called Uncountable Nouns.

COUNTABLE NOUNS

Countable noun has two forms.

Singular Plural
Book Books
Mountain Mountains
Box Boxes
Child Children
Table Tables

Use:

1. In a sentence singular subject takes a singular verb and plural subject agrees with
plural verb.
This orange is sweet.
These oranges are sweet.
2. Singular countable nouns are always used with a, an, another, the, this, that, each,
every elc.
Give me a pen.
That boy is the head-boy of the team.

3. Plural countable nouns may take a number or determiners like many, a few before
them.
Three thousand rupees
Many colouredpencils
A few boys
4. Ordinarily plural countable nouns do not take any determiner before them.
| love sweets.



Cows cat grass.
UNCOUNTABLE NOUNS
Uncountable nouns are always singular and they take singular verbs with them.
Use:

1. Uncountable noun agrees with singular verbs.
Silver is white.
2. Ordinarily uncountable nouns do not take any determiner before them.
Furniture looks bright.
3. Determiners like much, a little can be used before uncountable nouns to indicate
quantity.
There is little water in the jug.
| have not got much money with me.

SECTION-B: DETERMINERS
(DEFINITE AND INDEFINITE)

Determiners are words that determine the number, quantity and definiteness of the noun
phrase. There are five different kinds of determiners.

1. Articles : a, an, the

2. Demonstrative : this, that, these, those

3. Possessive my, your, his, her, their, Ram's etc.

4. Numerals : one, two, first, second, etc.

5. Quantifiers many, much, less, few, both, either etc.
1.ARTICLES:

Articles a/an andthe are the commonest determiners.
The indefinite Article a and an

1. We use a before a consonant sound and an before a vowel sound.
Example: a pen an inkpot
a dog an elephant
2. We use alan before a verb when that is used as a noun.
Example : Have a look at the book.
3. We use alan to describe and classify.
Example: It is anexcellent morning.
My husband is a seller.
4. We use alan for generalization.
Example: a parrot will speak only what it is trained.
5. We use an before silent ‘h’.
Example: An heir (a holiday)
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It
. We do not use the before phrases and idioms.

An hour (a hint)

The definite article the

. We use the before a consonant sound.

Example: The chair

The board
We use the with singular and plural countable nouns.
Example: The letter

The letters
We use the with uncountable nouns.
Example: The water

The fun
We use the before common places.
Example: She is at the bus stop.

My friend is going to the library.
We use the before nouns of directions.
Example: The East The North

The West The South
We use the before objects of nature.
Example: The Himalayas The Deccan Plateau

The Ganges The Alps
We use the before sacred books, famous newspapers and magazines.

Examples: The Gita The Hindustan Times
The Bible The Weekly
The Koran

We use the before superlative degree.
Example: He is the richest man in the town.
Which is the longest river in Odisha?
We use the before adjective used as noun.
Example: The rich are not always happy.

Omission of the

Example: Christians go to Church on Sundays.
People love to travel by air.
We do not use the before names of games and languages.
Example: My brother plays cricket.
| am learning French.
We do not use the before plural nouns with general meaning.
Example: Cows eat grass.
We do not use the before uncountable nouns.
Example: | drink milk.




PRACTICE

Correction of Errors:

Incorrect Correct
1. This is an useful book. This is a useful book.
2. He is an European. He is a European.
3. Rahulis a honest man. Rahul is an honest Man.
4. Don't tell lie. Don't tell a lie.
5. | have got headache. | have got a headache.
6. He knows much about politics. He knows a lot about politics.
7. 1 have mind to do it. | have a mind to do it.
8. 1wish you a success. | wish you success.
9. Kabiis a M.A. Kabi is an M.A.
10. This is a X-ray machine. This is an X-ray machine.
11. H.B. pencil is used for drawing. An H.B. pencil is used for drawing.
12. He is sitting in dark. He is sitting in the dark.

2.DEMONSTRATIVES:

Demonstratives are used before nouns and point to the objects / places/ persons denoted by
the nouns.

Singular Plural
This These (point to the nearer one/ones)
That Those (point to the distant one/ones)

Example: This house is very big.
These flowers are not fresh.
| study in that college.
Those are my books.

3.POSSESSIVES:
Possessive determiners are used before nouns to indicate possession.
Example: My father is a teacher.
Our house is a two-storied one.
His bike is stolen.
Their meeting was cancelled.
4. NUMERALS:
The determiners denoting numbers are called as numerals.
They are of three kinds.

A. Definite numerals
B. Indefinite numerals



C. Distributive numerals
A. Definite numerals:
Definite numerals are used for a particular number of persons or things.
Example: There are five apples in the basket.
Please, get me two tickets to Hyderabad.
The first chapter of English book is a poem.
He stood third in the examination.
B. Indefinite Numerals:
Indefinite numerals indicate to an indefinite number or quantity.
Example: | had a lot of fun in the picnic.
She drank all the milk.
| read the whole book.

C. Distributive numerals:
Distributive numerals refer to each of a group.
Example: Each (one among two or many): Each boy has a bicycle of his own.
Every (more than two): | play chess everyday.
Either (one of the two): Either dress will suit the occasion.
Neither (no one of the two): Neither answer is correct.

5.QUANTIFIERS:

Quantifiers are those determiners which indicate to some number or quantity. Following are

the examples of some such quantifiers whose meaning are stated within the brackets as per
necessity.

Example: Some (Positive meaning) : They want some paper.
Put some salt in my curry, please.
(Negative meaning) : | don’t like some music.
Some mangoes are not ripe.
Any (Negative meaning) : They haven't received any letter.
There is hardly any water in the jug.
Many (Plural countable noun) : How many colour pencils you want?
| haven't seen many places outside the state.
Much (Uncountable noun) : We have much milk in our refrigerator.
He has not much interest in study.
A few (Small number) : Only a few candidates got first class.
| have a few friends.
Few (Mot many, almost none) :Few people live to be hundred.

He is a man of few words.



A little( Some quantity) : We have still a little time left. There is no need
to hurry.

I have a little money in my bank.
Little( Almost nothing) : | have little time to talk to you now.
There is little water in the bottle.

ACTIVITY SET-I

Fill-in the blank with appropriate determiners wherever necessary. A blank space which does
not need a determiner, put a cross (X) over there.
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It is great fun being actor.
The labourers go to work in _____ morning.
Heis one eyed man.
She needs  rest
Mr.Mohanty is MLA.
night fell.

man knows this.
You should do work or the other.
| spent money | had.

. We do not have rice in our store.

ACTIVITY SET-Il
Complete the following sentences. Use is/are in the blanks. Add afan where
necessary.

There white parrot in the cage.
There inkpot on the desk.

There heavenly bodies in the sky.
There rice on the plate.

There umbrella in my father's bag.
There no girls in our NCC class.
There milk in the tumbler.

There eggs in the refrigerator.
There snake in the box.

There old man in that cottage.




SECTION-C: SECONDARY AUXILIARIES / MODALS

Before discussing modals we should have some basic idea of verb.
VERB
Verbs are words that refer to actions and states.
Look at the following sentences:

I | read stories.
You read stories.
They/ Your friends read stories.
He reads stories.
ii. You read an excellent story yesterday.
My father read an excellent story yesterday.
You would find different forms of the verb read in each sentence.
The verb is either read (present) on read (past) as per the number and person
of the subject.
The verb changes its tense form as per the flow of events.

TRANSITIVE AND INTRANSITIVE VERB

Transitive means to pass over. The verb that passes over from the subject to the object is
known as transitive verb.

i. Sham kicked the football

(S) V) (Obj.)
(passing over of action from subject to object)

Intransitive verb, do not transit any action from the subject to the object.

ii. The baby sleeps
(S) (V)

(Verb having no object)

Intransitive verbs do not change voice.

ACTIVITY SET

Fill-in the blanks with appropriate action words choosing from the bracket.

1. He a novel. (read, reads)

2. The college on Monday. (closes, will closes)
3. lhave French for ayear.(Learn, learnt)

4. |lam . ([come, coming)

5. Have you not . (sing, sung)

6. He a morning walk daily. (take, took)

7. 1 had already my work. (finished, finish)



AUXILIARY SYSTEM

Verbs are words referring to actions and states in a sentence. It tells us what the subject is
or does or what is done to it. Verbs can be categorized as main verbs and helping verbs.
In this chapter we would talk of helping verbs which are otherwise known as auxiliaries.

An auxiliary is a helping verb. It helps the main verb to form tense, voice and mood of the
main verb. They are of two kinds.

1. Primary auxiliary
2. Secondary auxiliary or Modal(s}.

1.PRIMARY AUXILIARIES

The verbs be, have and do though help the main verbs in expressing tense, voice and
mood. They are also capable of functioning as main verbs in sentence and thus called
primary auxiliaries. They change their form according to the number and person of the
subject.

Use:

Be {is,_am, are, was, were, being, been)

| am writing a letter.

She is a teacher.

These mangoes are ripe.

She was a typist in a bank.

If I were a king, | would have made you my minister.
They are laughing.

Chess is being played by him.

Have {have, has, had)

She has finished cooking.
| have done this.
He has/had a car.

They have a beautiful house.

Do (do, did, does, done, doing)




He does not like sea food.
He didn’t like sea food.
Does he like sea food?
Did he like sea food?

He has done the job nicely.

2. SECONDARY AUXILIARIES / MODALS

Secondary auxiliaries are also called modals. They cannot be used independently like
primary auxiliaries. They are 13(thirteen) in numbers: will, would, shall, should, may, might,
can, could, must, need, used to, ought to, dare. In this chapter we will discuss them under
different points with reference to their logical meaning.

i. will, Would, Shall
(Expressing requests, offers, willingness and suggestions)
Use:
(a) Expressing Requests.
Will/ Would you please open the door?
Would you mind lending me your book, please?
(b) Expressing attitude, willingness/ unwillingness.
She will pay back you soon.
He won’t listen to anyone.
They wouldn’t stop making noise.
(c) Giving Consent.
| will do shopping for you.
She won’'t do the mistake again.
(d) Offering Service.
Shall | get you a pen?
Shall | arrange a taxi for you?
(e) Asking for suggestions.
What shall we do about this barren land?
if. Should, Ought to.
(Expressing advice and probability)
Use:
(a) Advice
We should / ought to help the one in need.
We should not tell unpleasant truth.
We ought to serve our motherland.
(b) Necessary to observe, perform and obey.
| should do as my mother says.
| think, you should meet the doctor.
She should inform the police about the theft.
(c) Probability
They ought to have arrived by lunch time, but the train was late.
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Prashanti Express shouldreach at 5 pm.

May, Might, Can, Could
(Expressing ability, possibility, probability)

(a) Ability

Birds can fly, but animals can't.

My grandfather can’t walk firmly.

| could swim fast while | was in school.

(b) Possibility

| could come back this evening.
He may not agree to my proposal.
It may rain tonight.

She might accept the offer.

(c) Probability

The keys may be in the drawer.
The pain might belong to Goldie.
The bridge could be blocked.

(d) Asking and Giving permission
Can/could/may/might | ask you a question?
Can/may | go out, sir?

Could | talk to you over the issue?

Must, Mustn’t, Need, Needn'’t
(Expressing necessity, obligation)

(a) Necessity

We must obey the traffic rules.

We mustn’t play with fire.

You mustn’t work hard.

| need wearing glasses.

| can see better now. | needn’t wear glasses.

(b) Obligations

| must leave for the station at once.
One mustn’t misbehave others.
We need to be honest.

Used to:

Used tois used to denote simple past only.

We used to live in Cuttack during my father's service period.
There used to be a house near the temple a couple of years
back.




vi. Dare:

Auxiliary dare is used in sense of making a challenging effort. It does not
take an _s in third person singular number.

How dare you talk to me in my face?

He darenot go outside in the dark.

ACTIVITY SET

Fill-in the blanks with appropriate modals.

1. They stop making nuisance. (shouldn’t, wouldn’t)

2. The old man is honest. He pay you back. (could, will)

3. I do this for you? (shall, will)

4. We obey our parents. (should, ought to)

5. Fish swim. (can, could)

6. The skyis stormy. It ____rain to night. (may, might)

7. |1 ___ be back by 7 pm. (will, Would)

8. I go to the field, sir? (can, may)

9. It stopped raining. You carry an umbrella. (must, need(-ve))

SECTION-D: TENSE

Time and Tenses:

Time and Tenses are about action, with its degree of completeness in relation to time
period. Each tense has got four different forms showing degree of completeness of action.
They are simple, progressive, perfect and perfect progressive. Here we will discuss them
technically.

Tense Form Example showing verb form
Simple Present He writes stories.

Present Present Progressive He is writing a story.

Tense Present Perfect He has written a story.

Present Perfect Progressive | He has been writing a story since yesterday.

Simple Past He wrote stories.

Past Tense | Past Progressive He was writing stories.

Past Perfect He had written a story.




Past Perfect Progressive He had been writing stories.
Future Simple He will write stories

Future Time | Future Progressive He will be writing stories.
Future Perfect He will have written stories.
Future Perfect Progressive He will have been writing stories.

Use:

(A) Simple Present Tense form:

1. It denotes a habitual action.
It rains a lot in Andaman.
| never eat outside.

2. It denotes the present state.
We live in Bhubaneswar.
My daughter foves milk-cakes.

3. It expresses universal and scientific truths.
The sun sets in the west.
Oil floats on water.

(B) Simple Past Tense form:
1. Itindicates an already completed action.
She cooked.
They played hockey.
2. It denotes a past habit.
| took morning walk daily two years back.
Nehru lovedroses.

(C) Present Progressive Tense form:
1. It denotes an action that continues at the time of speaking about it.
My daughter is watching POGO.
It israining now.
2. It denotes an action that is running simultaneously with another action in present
progressive form.

While he is singing, his sister is dancing.

(D) Past Progressive Tense form:
1. It denotes an action that is continued in past while speaking about it.
She was reading a poem.
2. It denotes an action that is continued while another action took place in between
the action that happens during the course of continuous action remains in simple
past tense form.

My student rang me while | was cooking.



(E) Present Perfect Tense form:
1. It denotes an action that is just finished.
| have finished my home work.
2. It denotes an action whose state leads upto the present.
She has been ill since three days.

(F) Past Perfect Tense form:
1. It denotes an action that was finished before a particular time in the past.
It was 11 PM then. He had gone to bed.
The house has been unoccupied for five years.
2. When two actions took place in the past, the former action remained in past
perfect and the later one in simple past tense form.

By the time the doctor arrived, the patient had already died.

(G) Present Perfect Progressive Tense form:
It denotes an action that has started sometimes beck in the past and continues at the
time of speaking about it.

He has been working alone till the assistant arrived.

(H) Past Perfect Progressive Tense form:
It is the past equivalent of present perfect progressive tense form.
His hands were dirty. He had been washing the floors.

() Future Simple:

It is used to predict a future event, to express a spontaneous decision, 10 express
willingness etc.

| will go to the cinema tonight.

(J) Future Progressive:

It indicates that something will occur in the future and continue for an expected length
of time.

The children will be walking to school.
(K) Future Perfect:
it refers to a completed action in the future.
| will have finished this book by March 2021.

(L) Future Perfect Progressive:
It shows that something will continue up until a particular event or time in the future.

In October, | will have been working at my college for five years.



ACTIVITY SET

Fill-in the blanks with appropriate tense forms of the verbs given in the brackets.

1. We in your native village. (stay)

2. They guitar in the function. (play)

3. She for a construction company. (work)

4. The teacher while the students . (dictate, write)

5. He ___ outsince one week. (be)

6. They finished the task. (finish — add ‘already’).

7. When we the stadium, the match . (reach, start —add ‘already’)
8. The child dance since morning. (practice

SECTION-E: VOICE CHANGE

The voice of a verb shows whether the Subject is active or passive. The verb is active if the
subject performs an action, passive if the subject receives an action; as

Subject Verb Object
The boy writes a letter.
A letter is written by the boy.

In the first sentence the subject boy acts; in the second sentence the subject a letter
receives the action.

The object a letter of the active verb becomes the subject a letter of the passive verb. Since
Transitive verbs have objects, only transitive verbs have passive voice. The passive voice of
the verb is made by adding its particle to some form of the verb be.

Table showing passive voice

Tense How to form passive Sentence
1. Simple present Isfam/are + Past Participle | am helped. He is helped.
2. Simple past Was/were+ Past Participle | was helped. He was helped

. Shall befwil + be + Past|I shall be helped.
3. Simple future

Participle _
He will be helped.
4. Present
continuous | am being helped.
Is / am/are + being + Past o
Particle He is being helped.
5. Past continuous | was being helped.

Was/were + being + Past | Wewere being helped.




6. Present perfect | Participle | have been helped.

Have/lhas + being + Past | He has been helped.

7. Past perfect Partciple | had been helped
Had + been + Past Participle

8. Future perfect I shall have been helped.

Shall/will have + been + Past _
Participle He will have been helped.

Note: the active voice is more direct and more forceful than the passive. But there are
legitimate uses for the passive; as,

(@) To eliminate mention of the agent:
He was found sealing.
Food was distributed among the famine-stricken.

(b) To emphasize the recipient of an action:
Raju’s house was burgled last night.
The prime minister was given a warm welcome.

From active into passive

When a sentence is turned from active voice into passive voice, the following changes take
place.

1. The object in the active voice becomes the subject in the passive voice.

2. The subject in the active voice becomes the object in the passive voice.

3. The passive voice of the verb is made by adding its past particle to some form of the
verb be (is, am, are, was, were, been, being).

L Simple present tense
Active : He helps me
Passive : | am helped by him.
Active : We see an aeroplane.
Passive : An aeroplane is seen by us.
Active : She sings a song.
Passive : A song is sung by her.
[ Simple past tense
Active : We killed a cobra.

Passive : A cobra was killed by us.
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Active
Passive
Active

Passive

The fisherman caught a fish.
A fish was caught by the fisherman.
You made many mistakes.

Many mistakes were made by you.

Simple future tense

Active
Passive
Active
Passive
Active

Passive

| shall read a book.

A book will be read by me.
She will like oranges.
Oranges will be liked by her.
Will you deliver the letters?

Will the letters be delivered by you?

Continuous test (present and past)

Active
Passive
Active
Passive
Active

Passive

| am seeing a tiger.

A tiger is being seen by me.
They are singing songs.

Songs are being sung by them.
Gurmit was driving a car.

A car was being driven by Gurmit.

Perfect tense (present, past & future)

Active
Passive
Active
Passive
Active

Passive

He has sold a horse.

A horse has been sold by him.

You have made many mistakes.

Many mistakes have been made by you.
She will have read the book.

The book will have been read by her.

Interrogative sentences

Active

Passive

Does he see a bird?

Is a bird seen by him?




Active : Did she sing a song?

Passive : Was a song sung by her?

Active : Will they help you?

Passive : Will you be helped by them?

Active : Is he reciting a poem?

Passive : Is a poem being recited by him?
Active : Was he reading a newspaper?
Passive : Was a newspaper being read by him?

ViIl. Prepositional Verbs

While changing a prepositional verb from active to passive voice, the preposition
should not be dropped, as it is a part of the verb.

Active : Mothers bring up children.

Passive : Children are brought up by mothers.
Active : They laughed at the old man.
Passive : The old man was laughed at by them.
Active : | objected to his proposal.

Passive : His proposal was objected to by me.

VIll.  Auxiliary Verbs

While changing auxiliary verbs into passive, add be and the past participle with them.

Active : Our team may win the match.
Passive : The match may be won by our team.
Active : We should always speak the truth.
Passive : The truth should always be spoken by us.
Active : You must not do it.
Passive : It must not be done by you.

IX. Imperative sentences

In imperative sentences, ‘let be’ is used to change the voice, if the sentence is to
remain imperative; otherwise, ‘should be' can also be used; as

Active : Read this story.



Passive : Let this story be read. Or
This story should be read.

Active : Open the window.

Passive : Let the window be opened. Or
The window should be opened.

Active : Don't pick flowers.

Passive : Let flowers not be picked. Or
Flowers should not be picked.

Note:

In case of transitive verbs, the imperative sentence is changed into passive voice like

this:
Active : Please sit down.
Passive : You are requested to sit down.
Active : Stand up.
Passive : You are ordered to stand up.
Active : Work hard.
Passive : You are advised to work hard.

X. Typical sentences

Active : It is time to say our prayers.
Passive : It is time for our prayers to be said.
Active : It is time to take exercise.
Passive : It is time for exercise to be taken.
Active : The jug contains milk.
Passive : Milk is contained in the jug.
Active : You have to do it.
Passive : It has to be done by you.
Active : The room needs sweeping.
Passive : The room needs to be swept.

Active : Honey tastes sweet.






